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57 FACING PRICING AND 
SUPPLY CONCERNS TOGETHER
Over the last year, surging energy prices 
and supply issues have been painful for 
everyone. Many global factors have 
strained family budgets, including 
40-year-high inflation, Wall Street 
speculation in the energy markets, 
and the ongoing war in Ukraine. 

Although heating oil prices have 
retreated from their painful peak 
last fall, we continue to face the 
frustrating challenges of an extremely 
volatile energy market. 

But there are always ways to trim costs. 
This includes using a smart thermostat, keeping your heating 
system well maintained and then replacing it when your boiler or 
furnace starts wearing out. Please see related article on this page.

If you have questions or concerns, please get in touch with 
your heating oil service provider. They may be able to work 
out a solution with you and help you to navigate next winter 
a little more easily.

You can check to see if your heating oil company offers 
automatic delivery. This service is usually free, and helps your 
company manage supplies more efficiently — ensuring you’re 
never without fuel.

IT’S REBATE SEASON! 
Don’t put off upgrading your furnace, boiler or 
oil tank any longer. Modernizing your home’s 
heating equipment is more affordable than 
ever with a rebate program from the South 
Carolina Petroleum Marketers Association and 
the National Oilheat Research Alliance (NORA). 
You can save up to $1,000 when you install a new 
heating oil equipment. 

FIRE-ALT Save $400 when you install a new heating oil 
storage tank.

FIRE-ALT Save $600 when you install a new heating oil 
boiler or furnace.

FIRE-ALT Save $1,000 when you install both!

Visit OilheatSouthCarolina.com, click the 
Equipment Rebates button and follow the 
instructions.

That’s not all! In 2023, as part of 
the Inflation Reduction Act, 

you can also receive a 
$600 federal tax credit 
for installing qualifying 

energy-efficient heating 
oil furnaces, boilers and 
water heaters. Please go to 
EnergyStar.gov to learn more.

NOT YOUR GRANDPARENTS’ HEATING OIL 
We have seen tremendous strides in oilheat technology in recent 
years. In fact, the heating oil in your home today contains 99% less 
sulfur than it used to. Ultra-low-sulfur heating oil (ULSHO) has 
significant benefits for the planet and your heating system.

1. Using ULSHO reduces emissions by over 70%, compared with 
the emissions produced by heating oil from the past.

2. Sulfur buildup can cause maintenance issues in heating 
equipment. ULSHO means fewer maintenance issues and 
repairs.

3. With virtually no sulfur in your heating 
equipment, thanks to ULSHO, your system 
can burn fuel more efficiently, leading to 
lower heating bills!

When blended with organic biofuel, 
ULSHO’s emissions are even lower, making 
it one of the cleanest home heating fuels 
around! Please go to OilheatSouthCarolina.com 
to learn more about ULSHO.
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SOUTH CAROLINA OILHEAT —  
BY THE NUMBERS

95% 
Oilheat systems now boast fuel efficiency ratings up to 95%. 
You’ll enjoy maximum comfort while using less fuel! These new 
systems also operate 95% cleaner than they did in the 1970s!

140,000
Heating oil provides a lot of heat energy — nearly 140,000 Btu’s per 
gallon. That’s the same amount of energy as approximately 70,000 
60-watt light bulbs!

700 VS. 1,400
With today’s more advanced heating oil, you’ll need just half 
as much fuel to heat your home, in comparison to the past. 
On average, homeowners use only 700 gallons per year today vs. 
1,400 gallons in the 1970s.

5
On average, one gallon of heating oil provides five hours of heat.

1%
South Carolina accounts for about 1% of the biodiesel use 
in the U.S. (See related article about biofuel production.)

As you can see, there’s so much to be excited about 
with today’s heating oil. Visit OilheatSouthCarolina.com 
to learn more.

TURNING FOOD 
WASTE INTO 
CLEAN FUEL 
Don’t feel guilty for the occasionally greasy 
meal out. There are companies across the 
country, including in South Carolina, that are 
turning restaurant oil into green energy!

These companies collect restaurants’ used 
cooking oil (known as UCO) and other food-
industry waste and process it into organic 
biofuel. Oilheat companies are then able 
to blend this biofuel with ultra-low-sulfur 
heating oil to produce one of the most 
eco-friendly home heating fuels around.

This process also diverts waste that would 
otherwise contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions. There are lots of people who 
support this exciting process. The used 
cooking oil is essentially a waste product, 
so instead of ending up in a landfill or down 
a drain, it gets recycled and turned into 
renewable energy.

As the supply of used cooking oils increases 
across the country, that’s likely to lead to 
greater utilization of this fantastic biofuel. 
It will be good for our nation and great for 
South Carolina!

Here’s your chance to win 100 gallons of heating oil! 
Just read the articles in this newsletter and then 
go to OilheatSouthCarolina.com/contest 
and answer the three questions correctly. 
If you do, we’ll enter you into a drawing to 
win 100 gallons of heating oil.

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not improve chance 
of winning. Employees of SCCPMA, its affiliates, agencies 
or vendors may not enter. Contest is open to South Carolina 
property owners with a minimum 275-gallon oil tank. One entry 
per household. Drawing will take place on or around 9/15/23. 
Winner agrees to have name published in next issue.

100 GALLONS OF 
FREE HEATING OILWin


